Engineering Science At Oxford

An f\ppliczmt”s Guide
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The Course Entry At A Glance

A A
~ - i - ical Engincer AYAYA 6%
« Oxford does not offer separate Civil, Mechanical or Electrical Engincering 39 ~1 ()]
degrees.
. Applic;mrs zlpply for Engineering Science, a ﬂ)ur—)‘c;u‘ MEng, UCAS code Hioo.
« The first two years are common to all students: mechanics, electronics,
mathematics, structures and thermodynamics.

A-Level A*A*A, A¥s in two of Maths / Further Maths / Physics

. Speci:\lis:\tion begins in year three into Biomedical, Chemical, Civil, Electrical,

Information and Mechanical Engineering. Advanced Highers AA [ AAB, a

ssed case-by-case

« Talk broadly about engineering, not just one narrow branch.
Choosing a College International Baccalaureate 40, 776 at HL, 7s in HL Maths and Physics

. All 3‘) COHCSL‘S (\f}bril1g thC course tCilCh thC same Uni\’t‘l‘sity—l‘un L{CngC.
« Base your choice on practical fit: accommodation, size, location and community.

« Pool placement is normal.

Source: eng.ox.ac.uk entry requirements

A Typical Week Careers & Beyond The Academics

. TCL\Cl’]iﬂg COTHbiﬂCS f:‘dCUl[VV lCC[Lll"CS \«\"itl"l smﬂl]—gmup CO“CgC [Ll[OTiL\lS‘ USUZIH}' . Gl'!ldLlilfCS move into Cngincuring, tC(hl'lOlOg'\', ﬁnill'l(C le'ld gCﬂCY’Jl busim‘ss,
one or two p(’]‘ \NL’Cl(. . TllL‘ dL‘gI’L‘C ClTlphilSiSCS Zlﬂill}'[iCill \l\'l“\ TilL'hCl’ l'h}ll"l one ﬁXCd }721[1"1.

+ Students work through problem sheets with a tutor.
« First and second year include laboratory sessions and design-build-test projects.
. [nd(‘p(‘nd@n[ S[Ud}' matters: \\'Ol'l( thl'ough pl‘ﬂbl@lﬂ ShCC[S bCf‘UI‘L‘ tUtOl‘iél]S.

+ Engineering has hismricu]ly been male-ske
« Tutors value setup, reasoning and physical Cxplunution over memorised methods. « Oxford runs a dedicated Women in F,ngin

ed nationally.

ing programme and outreach.

« This may be relevant when framing an application.

« Third and fourth y

ars move toward spcciulist options and a substantial
individual or group project.
Source: Discover Uni Hioo destinations data; eng.ox.ac.uk, Women in Engineering. Destinations

figures are single-cohort and directional, not fixed

The Degree, Year By Year

« Common foundation for every student: mechanics, . Spcciuliszltion bcgins. « Further spcciz\lisurion.

clectronics, mathematics, structures and thermofluids.

« Students pick option courses from Biomedical, « Substantial individual or group project, often
« Includes dcsign‘build/tcst projects and 1:11701‘:1&1‘_\' Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Information and Mechanical supcrviscd b_\' an academic active in that field, z\longsidc
work. Engineering. remaining option courses.
+ No branch chosen yet. « Project work becomes more prominent.
. . S T
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Building the Application

A pmcricu] guidc to the ESAT, pcrsonal statement and interview

The ESAT

Sat through Pearson VUE, replacing the PAT
for 2027 entry. There is no published pass
mark or fixed wcighting; it is one comp:\mblc
data point alongside predicted grades, the
statement and, for shortlisted candidates, cthe

interview.

Formula sheets are not pro\r'ided.

Five Habits That Strengthen All Three

o1 After saving a problem, ask what the answer means physically and
how it would c]mngc if one condition did.

02 KCCP a 51]0[‘[ n()[Cl’)()Ol( ()f‘ Pl‘()blcl’ns llt[cl]]p[c({ ﬁnd l"niS[:ll(Cs
corrected; it is raw material for the statement and interview alike.

Personal Statement

Not simply a list of projects and competitions.

Tutors want evidence that an applicant
zlll‘eudy thinks like an engineer: a physicul
principle noticed, a model formed, tested and
exp]ained when it broke down.

Two or three examples explored properly
outperﬁn‘m five mentioned in passing.

Keep it broad enough to fit the unified first

two }'eﬂl‘s‘ I':lthel‘ [h}ln C()m]'niffing Cllrl}r to
one specialism.

method?

paper?

The Interview

Two interviews, at two colleges, are not
cessarily on the same day.

Thf IMterviews, 1‘0ughly 3()*4; n]lnutes, Oftt‘n

opens on motivation before moving into

problems.

Each question is worked from a physical
scenario, with the interviewer steering.
Knowing a hint partway through is cxpcctcd
and does not count against you.

A question drawn from the statement is
common, so everything mentioned there
should survive fbllo\v/up questioning.

Interview Preparation Checklist

. (:'Jﬂ I set l,lP a })]]}'SiCZII pmblcm ﬂ'om SCl’iltCh. not jllS[ 1'CC£1” a

o Am I comfortable talking through working out loud, not just on

o Have I revisited school mechanics and clccrricity 1‘cccntly, even

03 Read around one engineering problem in depth rather than briefly?

surveying every branch of the subject.

04 Practise explaining a diagram, graph or set of assumptions out loud,

not jUS[ on pz\pcr.

o Can I discuss, in dcptlL cvcl'\'thing named in my pcrsonul

statement?

redirected?

« Have I been wrong in practice, and corrected course when

05 Notice or flag what you cannot discuss; anything mentioned in the « Do I have a genuine, specific answer to ‘why engineering, why

appliturion is fair game at interview.

Application Timeline
I

ESAT registration opens 1 June and
closes 28 September.

Use the summer to sit past papers under
timed conditions and draft the
statement early.

Oxford?

o Am [ treating hints as help, not as a sign I have failed the question?

ESAT test window;

UCAS submission follows shortly after,
on 15 October, UK.

Engineering has no separate written-
work or supplementary-form track.

ESAT results arrive mid-November.

Shortlisted candidates are interviewed

from late November into December;
decisions follow in January.

Source: eng.ox.ac.uk: UAT-UK ESAT specification; Oxford Engineering Science common questions
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