[s Oxford Right for You?

A practical guide for students considering an Oxford application

1. Is Oxford right for you?
Oxford’s reputation is a good reason to consider it. It is not, by itself, a good reason to apply. The better question is whether you would actually enjoy the way
Oxford teaches you, and prompts you to learn.

Oxford may suit you if:

+ You genuinely enjoy your subject beyond what is required for school

+ When you encounter a difficult idea, your instinct is to investigate it rather than simply learn the answer

* You enjoy discussing ideas, being challenged and changing your mind when presented with better reasoning
+ You are comfortable working independently and managing a demanding academic workload

« You would still want to study your chosen subject even if Oxford’s name disappeared from the degree certificate

Before deciding, explore the course itself. Compare its content and structure with similar courses elsewhere and ask yourself\vhich you would genuinely

prefer.
Oxford is not automatically the best university for every high—achieving student. Fit matters.

Am I actracted to Oxford, or am I attracted to srudying my subjcct at Oxfbrd?

2. There is no single “Oxford experience”

Two Oxford students can attend the same university and have remnrkub]y different experiences.

Your course determines much ofyour academic life. A Medicine student’s week looks very different from that of a Physics, History or PPE student.
Your co]lcgc pmvides another community. This is often where you live, eat, socialise and receive some ofyour tenching.

Then there is everything beyond academics: societies, sport, \roiunteei‘ing, research, entrepreneurship‘ music and hundreds of student organisations.

Thﬂ common denomin;\tor is academic indcpcndence. ()XFOTCI tCllChiﬂg F\'eql.leﬂtly invoives tutoriais or smnlirgroup teBCi’liﬂg where yOU are CXPeC[ﬂd not simp]y to

i\'now mziteri;ii‘ bl.lt to diSCUSS it, dCFEﬂd yOLll' I‘CllSO]’liﬂg 'Jl’ld TCSpOﬂd When Chai]enged.

That is why choosing Oxford should go beyond i‘;mkings.

RCSCZII"Ch EhC ZlCEUlli course bCi"Ol”C T ITChiﬂg CO]]CgCS, ’I‘]’]C ngYCC )'()u \Vi” Stud)’ mattcers f;ll more []mn \«VhiCh CO“CgC ]'];lS []1C pl"C[tiCS[ bui]dings,

3. What reading and activities actua]ly matter?
There is no magic reading list that gets someone into Oxford. The purpose of supercurricular activity is to explore your subject deeply enough to develop
ideas of your own.

But quantity is not the goal.
That could include: . . . . - . . .
Reading ten books superficially is less useful than engaging deeply with one idea and

« Books and academic articles ) .
being able to explain:

« Lectures, podcasts and university courses

+ Competitions and Olympiads - What did T learm?

+ Independent projects or experiments : X :
+ What sui‘priscd me?

+ Research experiences
| pl « What did 1 disagrcc with?
« Relevant work experience . . 1 . .

P + What question did it make me investigate nexc?
+ Essay competitions

« Exploring a question independently - -
! 544 ! ’ Your activities should form a chain of curiosity rather than a checklist of impressive-

sounding achievements.

“I read this book and found it very interesting.”

Better: “This argument made me question X, so | cxplorcd Y. 1 initially thought Z, but..”
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Want personalised feedback?

A\][hCOI]C SUPPU]'[S Lllﬂbiliﬂkh UAE .\'L'U(iCﬂL\' zlppiying to ()Xi;il\i L]]I‘UUS‘] one-rto-one mcnmring with current ()Xii\l'd s[udcms.
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