A Parent’s Guide to
Oxford Admissions
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1. How can I tell if my child is competitive?

Excellent grades are important, but they are only part of the picture. A serious Oxford applicant should usually demonstrate three things:

Academic strength Subject curiosity Academic thinking
Are their resules appropriate for the pul!li.\]wd Do [11:} cxplm’c their subject indcpcndcn[l»\' IWL")n\llkl Can tllc}' work tln’«\ugll unfamiliar }\mlwlcms and cxpluin
requirements? schoolwork? reasoning?

A student with outstanding grades is not automatically a strong Oxford candidate. Competitiveness should always be a d against the requirements of the particular

course.

Instead of asking “Does my child have enough achievements?”, ask “Can my child demonstrate genuine academic engagement with this subject?”

2. When should preparation start?

E'Jl‘li@l' dOCS not ﬂCCCSS&I‘ily mean more tutoring IE means more time FOI‘ genuine inte]lectuu] deve]opment.

Explore. Encourage curiosity. Read, attend Develop. Subject exploration becomes Prepare. Clear course choice, understand Execute. UCAS submission, admissions
lectures, enter competitions, discover which deeper. Investigate courses, understand timeline. Admissions test preparation tests, written work and interview
subjects genuinely hold attention. requirements, identify admissions tests. begins. preparation.

Do not wait for Year 13 tO discover whether Oxford is gcnuincly 1‘ight for your child. /\]w‘:x)'s check current course requirements dircctly with Oxford.

3. What should parents do, and not do?
Parents can have an enormous positive influence without taking control of the applicntion

DO DON'T

Ask questions. “What did you learn?” is often more valuable than “How many hours did « Build the zlpp]icarion for them
you Stud)*'.’“

+ Choose activities purely because they “look good”
Create opportunities. Help access books, lectures, experiences and conversations.

« Compare their upplicuritm cuns[unrly with other students
Protect their time. Depth matters more than twenty extracurriculars.

+ Assume more tutoring automatically means better preparation
Encourage independence. Your child will sit the test, attend the interview and study the

degree. + Treat an Oxford offer as the only successful outcome

Keep perspective. Oxford is one outstanding university among many.

’[‘/1( strongest P(U'L‘HFJ/ I‘U/L’ is (7][&')] to p]'(‘i‘l‘d( SHPPLHT, /‘CYS‘DL’LTIIL‘U JHL{ ()p/HHTHJH.fY IU/H‘[U a//uwinq [/h’ S[UC/UH[ to own F/]L’ i?][t’”(('[lld{ j(’LlJ'lM’Y.
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Want personalised feedback?

A\][hCOI]C SUPPU]'[S lelwitious UAE .\'L'UdCﬂL\' ilppl)'il']g to ()Xi;il‘k{ L]]I‘UUS‘] one-rto-one mcnmring with current ()X{L\l'(‘ s[udcms.
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